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FIREWORK SAFETY | KS2

Firework safety (KS2)

This lesson, designed for key stage 2 pupils, focuses on assessing and managing risks around fireworks,
bonfires and sparklers.

\0
No lesson should be taught in isolation, but always as part of a planr&jevelopmental PSHE
education programme. This lesson would work well as part of wideb arning about managing risk,
peer influence or keeping safe,and could be taught prior to Bo@% Night, Diwali or Lunar New Year.

e ine assessment
S

&Q/
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Learning objective Learning outc@s
To learn about keeping safe Pupils will l@,%%le to:
around fireworks, bonfires * Identify and assess risk@q!ociated with fireworks,
and sparklers res and sparklers), 6\,

2\ Describe Ways{s@g\nage risks associated with bonfires ‘Q

Key words 00 and Sparkle‘{’b s(@
Risk, peer influence, (6 » Analyse l{Ow peer influence might affect a youn@?son’s
sparklers, fireworks, bon@s, be a\@(ar around bonfires and sparklers and $4ggest ways

nage this &0 o0 0
X &
Q‘o & @’5

Description

age restrictions \S
(&0

XY
Lesson SL@gry

Activity

er questions abt@

trate their existi

5

(9
%Egmes and Smin
t items.

Agree or revisit ground rules. Pupils afgV
an overheard conversation to demQ%

(IOQ understanding of firework saf@e’

Introduction Introduce the learning o’& ve and learnin
ask pupils to consider ink between dj
What'’s the risk? In groups, pupils i@ﬁecify and evalu@%e firework-related 10min
risks at different Celebrations.
e X
Safety posters Pupils cop#&ete the missing‘@ in sparkler and bonfire 10min
safe'gg‘ ers. A‘\
N
Advice stations P explore the r l@peer influence in firework safety 15min
,\bﬁcenarios and identélstrategies to help young people manage

q Q
Q peer influence.

Reflection and Pupils reflect on their learning and give advice to the 10min
endpoint assessment | character from the baseline assessment to help them stay

safe.
Signpost support Sources of support are signposted for pupils who may be S5min

worried about firework safety.

_-
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Climate for learning

Make sure you have read the
accompanying teacher guidance
notes before teaching this lesson.
These include guidance on ground
rules, the limits of confidentiality,
relevant subject knowledge,
communication, assessment and
handling questions effectively.

Resources required ir

@&

Box or envelope for anonymous questions

Resource 1: Different ways to celebrate
(one per small group of pupils, printed A3)
*

Resource 1a: Differé&ays to celebrate - support
(support option%Q per pupil as required)
Resource 1 erent ways to celebrate -
teachers’ gyswers (one copy for teacher reference)

Resoe;c?Z: Safety posters
r?éuper pupil or pair. Note: this activity can also
run using slidesry-18 if prefered)

Resource 3: S scenarios (one per pair)

BASELINE ASSESSMENT

()
Baseline assessmegagivity

orks might be uﬁ\,e.g. Bonfire
t emotions sules xcitement, happiness and expectationq%ght be associate

@
<
& 0
v <O
on before sharing slide 10, which sho o friends

ions. Ask pupils to answer the questions@out the Qf{,b

Establish or revisit ground rules for thg&‘
discussing up g fireworks ce
conversati@?the next slide ?

ding their responses in their exercise %@G fv

Circulaé/vhile pupils are responding and look out for any strengths, ap}or misconceptionsdrs their
k qgedge and understaagding. For example, are they able to name e celebratory ev 7 here
’eﬁra

Night (5th November), Diwatfytunar New Year? g@ey recognise

fireworks?

&Q/ Do they knowg@bptt any risks associated with fireworks ( as those highli in Core activity 1:
Q® What'’s the risk)? Do they know any of the strategies forkeeping safe mentjongd’in the Safety Posters
activity (see slides 17 and 18 of the PowerPoint)? \

Consider how you might adapt teaching (e.gg‘éding more or le??e on a certain activity) and
correct any misconceptions during the lessgl ce finished, a@ ils to set their books aside - they

will return to this activity at the end of t{e esson. X,

Introduction

,aﬁz
)
Q

\Q
O

Q 0]

Introduce the topic by spb(g(g slide 12.1In pai@ pupils to discuss what might link these images.

Draw out that the lirQJetween the images is age restrictions. Explain that fireworks have age
restrictions too; most can only be bought by adults over 18, although some - like sparklers — can be
used by children, as long as adults are supervising.

Introduce the learning objective and learning outcomes and tell pupils that fireworks might be used
at different celebratory events, such as Bonfire Night (5th November), Lunar New Year or Diwali.

=D
\\//
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CORE ACTIVITIES
¢ What's the risk?

Introduce the character, Zack, using slide 14. Explain that Zack is planning a fireworks event and needs
help in assessing the risks involved in his different celebration ideas. In§all groups, ask pupils to
look at Resource 1: Different ways to celebrate and consider: o

1. What are the firework-related risks for each scenario? (I'hey‘sg write each risk they identify in
a separate row.) (%)

2. How likely is the risk to happen? sQQ

3. How serious would the consequences be if it did bqg)en?

Take feedback, using Resource 1b: Different ways €9 celebrate - teach®s’ answers and slide 15 to

guide discussions. While their responses may valy,emphasise tha ,c\nario A'is the least risky because,

at a public display, the audience will be a distance from th@&wcrks, there will be trained .
stewards operating the fireworks an rS%iders will be on h@d Scenarios B and C carry greater 6\
risk, but arguably B is less risky ';;&%cause Zackis ag’egpanied by adults and wearing gloves, (Q

decreasingly the likelihood of bej urnt. é.l\fb é\
¢t 5 °
Q 2 0

Support: Give pupil&@&ource 1a: Differ@ ays to celebrate, which features a partiéﬂ?completed
N : X
table, and ask tf@ assess the ris { (@)

&2
Q Q . Sy

O
Safet csfce rs @ \\)6 Qfl,

X
< . AN . . O
plin that while som@ hese situations carry greater risk, ther&thmgs that Za‘cgg& do to
nage the risk arou@ sparklers and bonfires and still enjoy tU)Q safely. c\

@0 Show slides 17-aQdl 18 (or provide each pupil with a copy@esource 2: Safety% ers) and ask pupils
N to work in pairs*or individually to complete the sentenqgs identifying the {isSing words.

Q@

Take some ideas from pupils before going through th\ rrect answers on stiges’ 17 and 18.
Ensure pupils understand that both sparklers an@')ﬁres can be ve %the lit end of a sparkler for

example, can burn at 1000°C)) and therefore Qy risks of heat-re injuries, but there are simple actions
that young people can take to stay safe. It & important that an q& Is always present around bonfires or
when sparklers are being used. S ‘Q

? O

C
S Q)

5 Support: Provide pupil;é?%\ the word bank elp them choose the missing words. Click to
reveal the word barQ slides 17 and 18.

g Challenge: Ask pupils to identify two rules on each poster that they think are most important and
explain their reasoning.
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Advice stations
Using slide 19, share this definition of peer influence with pupils:

Peer influence is when someone changes their behaviour because of how others around them are

&

behaving - or how they think others around them are behaving. This could cause the person to think,

. . *
speak or act in a certain way. b

In pairs, give pupils Resource 3: Safety scenarios and ask them tﬁ‘hink, pair, share answers to
the questions below (also on slide 20) for each of the three Steharios. Pairs can discuss their
responses, or they may wish to jot down their ideas to prepare for a whole-class discussion:
1. Do you think there is any peer influence in this sibz\?on?

2. How could peer influence change this young &e:ﬁ'on’s behaviour?

Take feedback, drawing out key learning: (\o Qf{,))

4
o All of the scenarios contain peer inﬂuea& ’\,
* In some of the scenarios, the inﬂu% may be especial ong. For example, in scenario B, Lin

may feel especially keen to act{{é‘way that she thinQWill please Kim because of their recent ,b(
*

06\‘

falling out. (o) (.1\ é(\

e Scenario C contains an @mple of positive pgerinfluence - Toni’s actions are going to eigpurage

the others to behav ly and minimis &tential risks.
R \'a o° ® 0 e
Share slide 21 wi@ class and aslieﬁﬁis to discuss the same questions in r a’t‘|6n to one PS
final scenario: A 6 (\0 ’b
Angeli is cel@prating Diwali VQQer older sister and her sister’s friend, Afex. They all have,-l,Q ®

sparkler{ ex is using the’i[i

ler in an energetic dance routine! 0
Tak;&d%vs from pairs a‘/@hﬁght that sometimes peer influence a&e obvious, such g

&7 asking or darin%g ild or young person to do something, behave in a certa(fbvay. But
m

@0

Q%

etimes a youn son can experience peer influence in a@re subtle way, like&fhis example,
where the actgn/Q) Alex could cause Angeli to feel like s%@iso should dance @nd with her
sparkler, even though this would be risky. \

o %
In the same pairs, ask pupils to use scenarios A.ahd B and Angeli’sgb rio to discuss the

question: How might the characters manage@ r influence? Q
Ask each pair to make a list of strategiesﬁpactions that the@ﬂnk could help each character

and be ready to feed back their best @a Once pairs h?ad enough time for discussion, take

feedback and use the template ide 22 to create,ac®ass mindmap of different strategies.

Pupils’ ideas will vary but shoné/'nclude suggestio@milar to those listed below:
Jay @ °

e saying 'no’clearl;Q'@politely, e.g. “No thanks” or “No, | don’t want to do that”

» suggesting an alternative, safe activity, e.g. “Why don’t we go and talk to X instead”

» making a joke out of it, e.g. “I'm not sure throwing rubbish on a bonfire is actually that brave.”
Lin

e putting her gloves on before handling the firework

! © PSHE Association 2022 | 5
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i

A(ﬁsks that Magda ih%d know about 00 .\@
e~

o

. a

 telling Kim, “I'm going to put a glove on the hand I'm using for the sparkler, do you want to borrow
my other one?”

Angeli
e suggesting a safer alternative, e.g. calmly drawing letters or symbolsiwith their sparklers, while
making sure they aren’t holding the lit end close to other people ything flammable

e reminding herself of the risks and continuing to handle her g@ler safely
%)

N
Emphasise that lots of these strategies can be used to manga@e peer influence in a range of situations. \)
For example, strategies including saying no, using humaoyr,suggesting a safer alternative, reminding /
themselves of the risks, may be used in a whole ran{ social situations including, but not limited to, /

those involving fireworks/sparklers/bonfires. /))

(73
PLENARY / ASSESSMENT FOR AND OF LEARNING

> N <
. ] 0 A X(o) A
Reflection and endpoint as ment o\ 1) @

Ask pupils to reflect on @oose one strat gom today’s lesson that might be u
for them when managing'peer influence i future, for example suggesting a dif@'ent and
safer action. Pupil{( uld do this is aé%ilent reflection activity, without shari;@ﬁheir ideas with

the class. (o)
)

Next, usin nge 23,ask pupils tgevisit the baseline assessment activit@nd consider wh
adviceé%e%*night give to Ma to help her stay safe and enjoy the rations. Pupilsgo d
writ e brief advice K&‘fheir exercise books,and aim to incl%examples of: . (o)

O

C
B
e toptips f(thanaging peer influence (Q ?.(9
0 NS
N Q&
Signposting support QA Q6 @

Emphasise that bonfires and sparklers ¢ nﬁ?enjoyed as long @averyone remembers simple actions
that help to minimise risks. While the @ge things that chil can do to help, adults are responsible
for helping to keep children safe amghthildren should sg to an adult if they have worries around
fireworks, sparklers or bonﬁres’& if'there is an accidﬂ‘ nd someone is hurt.

Explain that if pupils have d@fies related to t&zi(gglearning,they can also talk to:

'

safety rules t ill help her to stay safe
y (h)Q p y )

e Parents, carers,téébers or another trusted adult in the first instance
1

e Childline 0800 1

If there is an emergency at home, people can dial 999 and ask for one of the emergency services;

an ambulance if someone is badly hurt, the fire brigade if there is a fire, or the police if someone
(including themselves) is in immediate danger. Make pupils aware that if they do ever have to call 999,
they will be asked some questions, like their name and their address.

1 or www.childline.org.uk/kids
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[ _
Ask pupils to create a safety leaflet for other key stage 2 pupils who are going to be attending
celebrations involving fireworks, bonfires or sparklers (e.g. Bonfire Night, Diwali or Lunar New ‘
Year). They could create their own success criteria for the leaflet to ensure it incorporates all the
information they have learnt in the lesson (e.g. highlight some risks, Héstribe some safety rules,
share top tips for managing peer influence around fireworks, bonQ@s and sparklers).

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

(4
o>
O‘Q
x§
X
O %
< 0’1,

o o
C © S
&Q} X > 2
) & &L
& St & &
Q® ¢ v
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Firework safety KS2 | Pupil resources

Resource 1: Different ways to celebrate

Part A: Risk assessment

Zack is planning how to celebrate Bonfire Night. Can you help him by analysing the risk in each scenario?

What might the risks be?
(Think about the risks related to fireworks,

&l;kely is it

How serious would

pen? the consequences

sparklers and bonfires.) C&‘ = not very likely, | be if it did happen?
0 = = very likely) (*= not too serious,
v *** = very serious)
4
<
OsQ
_Xv&
O D
< Vv
2l >
*
A) Zack could go to a public \} .Q &
firework display with his dad.The &. .\o ‘Q
organisers will have first aid'and 0 N &, ,b
safety training,and the publichave | _ c},b A\
to stand back. q&@ 69 0.6
N4
‘ Q/ &&,
2 < >
N . Q
© S Vv
& o
( q\ *
B) Z l@uld celebrate by us@ 0& . 43"5‘
sparkisfs at home with his farhily, (o) oY
uld be sure to wean es. @(6 (o)
C Q s

*Q

Q’b

() Zack could ask his mum to build
a bonfire for him and a group of
his friends, and then tell her to ®<

leave them to it! @

Part B: Risk continuum

Can you order the scenarios A, B and C from least to most risky? Show your thinking by writing the

letters onto the continuum belo

W.

-

Least risky

Most risky
© PSHE Association 2022 | 9



Firework safety KS2 | Pupil resources

Resource 1la: Different ways to celebrate — support

Part A: Risk assessment

Zack is planning how to celebrate Bonfire Night. Can you help him by analysing the risk in each scenario?

What might the risks be? likely is it How serious would
(Think about the risks related to fireworks, pen? the consequences

sparklers and bonfires.) Z{‘ = not very likely, | be if it did happen?

¢
é *** = very likely) (* = not too serious,
cy = very serious)

Burn or heat-related injuries
(because fireworks are ho’t{'o

2l v
*
A) Zack could go to a public O Q &
firework display with his dad. The ,&, \O ‘Q
organisers will have first aid'and 0 . ,ég 0
safety training, and the public have o (,\ Q
to stand back. *6 o 6
S -
Q Z 0
Zack could rm hand or fingers. &:(,o
© {‘vo D
. Q
k could put the sparkler close to 6 fl,
eone else. 0

‘ L Q\
r Py QQ—
B) Z3ekgbuld celebrate by us@ :

ily.

sp s at home with his f Zack could put the sparkler close to o0 * ‘b
uld be sure to Wean es. something that is flammable, causj @ o(/

it to catch fire. < 6
(2]

If someone touches t?‘@ﬁre,they could Q/
get burnt.
D

o &
oF N

If the bo&e isn’t stable, it could@@a)part

and th( could spread. Q
() Zack could ask his mum to build ,b q

*
&
a bonfire for him and a group of ,\é

O

\Y
his friends, and then tell her to < OQ
leave them to it! @.‘0 (J

Part B: Risk continuum

Can you order the scenarios A, B and C from least to most risky? Show your thinking by writing the
letters onto the continuum below.

-

Least risky Most risky
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Firework safety KS2 | Pupil resources

Resource 1b: Different ways to celebrate — teachers’ answers

Part A: Risk assessment

Zack is planning how to celebrate Bonfire Night. Can you help him by analysing the risk in each scenario? Pupil’s answers may
vary but the responses below can act as a guide

What might the risks be?
(Think about the risks related to
fireworks, sparklers and bonfires.)

How likely byt

to ha 7
(" = HotVery likely,

Dvery likely)

How serious would
the consequences be
if it did happen?

(* = not too serious,
*** = very serious)

A) Zack could go to a public

firework display with his dad. The
organisers will have first aid.and
safety training,and the public have
to stand back.

<

Burn or heat-related injuries
(because fireworks are hot).

,éo
é’b
&o

v
* (because the audience
will be a safe distance
from the fireworks, there
will be trained stewards

operatjag the fireworks
an%iders on hand)

*** (the fireworks at
public displays are
hotter and travel faster
than other fireworks
and so could cause
more damage)

\ .
(e
<)
(%]

B) z k@uld celebrate by u i Q

s rs at home with hj ily.
ould be sure to w@lo es.

’b&g C

7
Zack could burn iv%d or fingers.

Zack co,
som

uPthe sparkler close to
se.

@k could put the sparkler close to
wsomething that is flammable, causing
it to catch fire.

¢
2

%

be @to support Zack
@/ﬂl minimise the
k of fire)
D

* (not very likely because
he is wearing gloves)

* (adults are present s
should be able to s
Zack to stay sq, N

&e adults
I&ep they should

rt

* (again,
are p

0
o)

*(afire ¢ l,dkzve
very @sequences,
b use it would
&Htside, in an open
ace, it might spread

less quickly and do
less damage than it
would indoors)

4

() Zack could ask his mum to build
2 bonfire for him and a group of
his friends, and then tell her to (é

If someone touches the b
could get burnt.

o5
QAK

& §
(Q/

X4 .
ggbonﬁre isn’t stable, it co. 9
'\ rt and the fire could sp,

leave them to it! 'b'

Part B: Risk continuum

C

o2
** (this ¢ ynore
likely Zack
and ends aren’t

?7 ed. They also

IQht act in a way

at is riskier around

their friends to try and
impress them)

* (if Zack’s mum makes
the bonfire it should be
more stable, but only if
the children don’t add
anything more to the

bonfire)

*%

** (a bonfire is more
likely to spread a fire
than a sparkler)

Can you order the scenarios A, B and C from least to most risky? Show your thinking by writing the letters onto the

continuum below.

A
v

B
v

C
v

-

Least risky

©PS

Most risky
HE Association 2022 | 11
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Firework safety KS2 | Pupil resources
Resource 3: Safety scenarios
For each of the scenarios A-C, think, pair, share answers to these questions:

1. Do you think there is any peer influence in this situation?

2. How could peer influence change this young person’s behaviour? 6\’

think
\)6
™
o(‘
Scenario A &6
(%)

Jay and two of his fri@g have gone to B e Night celebrations in their local parké‘\g arein

year 7,and so th%gve been allowe ng alone.Jay’s friend says to Jay,’l bet ngjéﬂen’t brave
enough to thqv at piece of rubpish on the bonfire! (\0

%
RS R oo Pg’v
< © RZ o

X
- -~ —
? R N >

Scenario B QA Q}Q 0(1\

e
Lin is celebrating Lunar New Year at her friend Kim’s &e. Lin is really e?&i to have been
invited round because she and Kim recently fell en Kim accus of being boring. They
are about to use sparklers, but Kim hasn’t put Q\xw gloves. Lin h&ne gloves in her pocket.

S Q

Scenario C

O
Sarah,Jamal and Toni,jmwﬁ% all been using sﬁﬁers at the local park. When the sparklers go out,
Toni spots a bucke@ ater that has been left out by the display stewards and says, Let’s put our
sparklers in that bucket!
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